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GREAT MOUNTAINS

GREAT POINTS OF INTEREST

GREAT WATERWAYS

GREAT BEACHES

GREAT VIEWS

GREAT EVENTS

GREAT WILD PLACES

GREAT ISLANDS

 

 

 
 

“Nothing ruins a lovely day at the beach 
like other people being there.” - Anon (but 

definitely British)

Suspend your disbelief on white sands 
and crystal clear seas in Cornwall, the 
Outer Hebrides, Pembrokeshire and 
hundreds of top beaches in between.

“The mountains are calling and 
I must go” - John Muir 

There are 302 mountains in 
Britain over the height of 3,000 

ft (measuring in feet makes 
them seem higher) and you 
can get to the top of them 

without needing supplemental 
oxygen

“There is nothing - absolutely nothing 
- half so much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats.” - Kenneth 

Grahame

Swim, paddle, punt and float 
along Britain’s great rivers, canals 
and lakes… often the best way 
to see the stunning surrounding 

countryside

“Windswept and interesting” - Billy 
Connolly

Get that castaway feeling on one of 
a thousand islands dotted around 

the coast, from the Scilly Isles 
down south to the Shetlands in the 

furthest north. (Nobody really knows 
how many there are.)

“I travel not to go anywhere, but to go. I travel for travel’s 
sake. The great affair is to move.” - Robert Louis Stevenson

So many legendary long-distance routes: the Pennine Way, 
the North Coast 500, Land’s End - John O’Groats, Offa’s 

Dyke Path, the coastal paths, great driving roads and classic 
train journeys.

So much enjoyably random stuff sprinkled 
around the country: the great historic and 

prehistoric sites, spectacular outdoor sculpture 
and art, high mountain passes, ludicrously 
steep roads, unique destination pubs…

Marvel at Britain’s best views and 
discover what made Wordsworth 
wander lonely in the Lake District, 

or why Robert Burns’ heart is 
forever in the Highlands

Watch or get involved in the most 
enjoyably eccentric events - shin 

kicking, naked bike rides, games of 
football involving hundreds of people, 
ancient Viking celebrations and the 

world’s greatest liar contest

“Little more than a howling wilderness” 
- Daniel Defoe (describing Cross Fell, 

Cumbria)

15 national parks, 80 AONBs / NSAs 
and countless other pockets of wild, 

remote and beautiful countryside... much 
of it (oddly) not that far away.

So much good stuff crammed into these little islands...
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50 Outer Hebrides

50 Arran
Mountainous Arran is Scotland in miniature, with its own highland and lowland 
areas (divided by the highland boundary fault, no less). So.. great for adventures 
and also geology, if that's what gets your volcano smouldering. Highest point: 
Goat Fell (874m). Other highlights: the waterfalls of Glenashdale Falls and Eas 
Mor, the Machrie Moor standing stones, hilly walks taking in Glens Rosa and 
Sannox, and the 56-mile circular coastal road. Dress code: anything but an Aran 
sweater (from the similarly-named islands off Ireland's Galway coast). 

50 Dorset  c oast
Yes, yes, Broadchurch and The Jurassic Coast.. but so much more. The view of 18-mile 
Chesil Beach and Portland from Abbotsbury could be as satisfying as victory in the 
annual Dorset Knob Throwing contest. Spectacular coastal features like Lulworth 
Cove and Durdle Door add to the already impressive array of sandy beaches and 
swimming spots, strung together on the South West Coast Path. And lording it proudly 
over a valley a few miles inland is the Cerne Abbas Giant. Highest point on the entire 
south coast: Golden Cap (191m). 

50 the Broads

A low-lying archipelago of 140 islands casually relaxing in the 
Atlantic, 28 miles from Land's End. Only 5 of the islands are inhabited 
- Bryher is the smallest and wildest, Tresco has the famous Abbey 
Gardens. All in all, a totally tropical ambience with its white sand 
beaches, palm trees, clear blue waters and a fun-sounding name. Get 
your timing right and at super-low tides it's possible to walk between 
some of the islands.

Isles of Scilly50

50 Glen Lyon
A remote but much-lauded glen: Sir Walter Scott called it the 
"longest, loneliest and loveliest glen in Scotland". It's 34 miles of old 
stone bridges, Caledonian pine forest and heathery hillsides, with the 
sublime river Lyon winding and tumbling its way through more travel 
writing cliches than you could brandish a rolling hill or rugged cliff at. 
Great for cycling and hiking, with Munros impressing on either side. 
Have a wild dip in the pools near the Bridge of Balgie, and count your 
blessings. 

50 Orkney

50 Hadrian’s Wall
50 Brecon Beacons

Just a small selection of Britain’s top 50 adventure locations…
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Wherever you are in 
Britain, adventure is 

really close by

Britain’s views aren’t 
half bad (and some of 
them have featured in 

famous films or inspired 
great works of art)

So many great places to walk, swim, cycle, canoe / kayak, stargaze, ski, cave, 
ride horses, climb, mountain bike, barge, windsurf / kitesurf, watch wildlife, 

dive / snorkel, and after all that when you need a nice night’s sleep…

…There’s some fantastic free 
accommodation in the wildest, most 

beautiful locations

Some truly inspiring 
feats of endurance 

and oddball 
adventures have 

taken place on these 
shores…

At any time of the year, 
somewhere in Britain an 
eccentric event is taking 

place (and increasing 
numbers of adventure 

festivals popping up all over 
to get you in the mood, too) 

There’s a hill in Ayrshire, 
Scotland called Electric 

Brae that is surely one of 
the world’s most confusing. 

Downhill looks like it’s 
uphill, and vice versa.

In 2009, a beach in the Outer Hebrides (Berneray) was unwittingly 
used to promote a beach resort in Thailand. It’s so sandy and lovely, 

like many of Britain’s beaches, that it fooled almost everyone.

Not far from Britain’s highest cliffs, in remote 
St. Kilda, there’s a sea stack that looks like a 

human face in profile - Stac Levenish.

Britain has some of the 
world’s most epic-sounding 

names for things, like 
the Stone of Destiny, 
the Garden of Cosmic 

Speculation, Tomb of the 
Eagles and the Devil’s Arse 

(OK, that last one isn’t 
quite as epic, but it’s a good 

name for a cave, no?)

Some other really quite random reasons why Britain is so great for adventure...

Somebody once spent 
an idiotically-long 45 

days on the tiny and very 
remote bit of rock called 
Rockall (Nick Hancock, 

2014)

The longest distance ever 
morris danced is exactly 
100 miles, in 1600 by a 
disgruntled (and fired) 
Shakespearean actor 

William Kempe.
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